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Rare Torah scroll written by woman on loan to Palo Alto
congregation
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One of just wo Torah scrolis ever io be written hywomen from beginning to end will spend th e nexd couple of months in
Paio Alto.

Created by Julie Seltzer while in residence atthe Contemporary Jewish Miseum in San Francisco, the "As it is Written:
Project 304,805 Torah scroltis on loan io Congregation EtzChayim through March 4.

Rabbi Ari Mark Carun said the museum invited congregalions to applyfor a chance to host the Torah scroii. The Torah
scroll has also made stops al Congregalion Beth Am in Los Altes Hills, Reultinger Community for Jewish Living in
Danvitte and Tempie Emanu-Elin San Francisco.

“Myjob is o make Judaism exciling as weii as understandable_ figured thatihis is one wayto make peopie pay i
atteniion lo something that has become veryfamiitar,” Casrtun said in an intendew Friday.

The netion of women writing a Torah scrolfis unusual in Judaism, even though more and mofe ofthem are becoming
rabbis and cantors. according o Ellen Bob, Congregation Etz Chaym's executive direcior. The Terah scroli, which
contains the Five Books of Moses, is the most holyand important objectin Judaism.

The task, which takes considerabie fraining to master, has been periormed by men for ihe past 3.000 years, Carun
added.

"Our congregation is 100 percent egalitarian, butthere are certain things you justdontfind, " e said. "Even if you
wanled 0. you couldn'tget a Torah thal was wrilten bya woman because
_ there weren'tany”

Advertisement Thatchanged with the Women's Torah Project. in 2003,

the Kadima Reconstructionist Jewish Communityof
Seatde underwrote the raining for two of the first
waoman sciibes, or soferets . Eventuaily, sixs ofersls on
threa continents, including Seltzer, produced the firsi
Taorah scrofl writen completely by women.

Selzer startted work on "As 1tls Written: Project 304 8057
in October 2009. Overthe course of 18 months, she
fitled 62 shesats with 248 columns, 10,4186 lings and

304 805 letlers.

The Tosah scroll will see regular use during services at
Etz Chayim starting leday. Cartun said.

The Song of the Sea, found in the Book of Exedus. wil
be read frst The selection is Alting because it
introduces Miriam. who along with the prophetess
Deborah is a popuiarfem aie figure in Judaism. Carun
said.

e s “This is women's day,” he quipped.

All are weicoma 1o attend today's services, which wiil iake place from 10 a.m. to noon in the congregation’s meeting
hall, Cartun said. Etz Chayim is located at 4161 Ama St in Palo Ako.

Mofe information aboul "As It Is Written: Project 304.805" is available at hitp/ibitiwYu225p.
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