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NOTICE INVITING PROPOSAL
CITY OF REDWOOD CITY

REDWOOD CITY, CALIFORNIA
Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the City of Redwood City at the Public
Works Services Department, 1400 Broadway, Redwood City, California up to 4:00 p.m., Friday,
February 18, 2011 for the following:

STREET TREE INVENTORY

The Request for Proposal packet may be obtained from the Public Works Services Department, 1400
Broadway, Redwood City, CA 94063 or by calling (650) 780.7464. All proposals must be submitted by the
specified time and place and plainly marked on the envelope:

STREET TREE INVENTORY PROPOSAL

The Council of the City of Redwood City reserves the right to reject or accept any proposal or bid or
any part or portion thereof or any combination of bid items or bids, and further reserves the right to
waive any informality or honest clerical error in any bid.

Dora Wong
Acting City Clerk
/s/
January 28, 2011

PARENTING WITH A
CHRONIC ILLNESS

Presented by Stanford Health Library

Speakers: Laura Steuer, MA and Laura Coleman

Thursdays, February 3 and 10 – 7:00 pm
Stanford Health Library

Oshman Family Jewish Community Center, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA

No Fee. To register call 650.498.7826

c e l e b r a t e t w e n t y y e a r s
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Los Altos School District rejects fl ood plan
n Permanente Creek project up in the air after vote on Blach school’s athletic fields; water board weighs appeal

BY DIANA SAMUELS
Daily News Staff Writer

Los Altos School District trustees shot down 
a proposal this week to turn Blach Intermediate
School’s athletic fields into a flood detention ba-
sin, but the Santa Clara Valley Water District isn’t 
giving up on the idea just yet.

Project managerAfshin Rouhani said Thursday
the water district hasn’t decided how to proceed 
after the school board’s surprising 4-1 vote Mon-
day to reject a key piece of an extensive flood con-
trol project. There are “various options,” including
bringing a revised project or new information back 
to trustees, he said.

“What we could do is proceed and try to sort of 
figure out in more detail why exactly it was turned
down and alleviate those concerns,” Rouhani said. 

The water district wants to build a series of 

flood detention basins along Permanente Creek, 
including at Blach, Cuesta Park and McKelvey
Park in Mountain View. The basins would collect
floodwaters and protect nearly 2,500 properties 
in Mountain View and Los Altos in the event of a 
“100-year flood,” according to the agency.

Blach’s athletic fields would have been dug 
out and rebuilt to create a 10-foot-deep, 7.5-acre 
basin.

Water district officials and other observers said 
they thought school trustees appeared supportive 
of the project at a meeting a few weeks ago and 
were taken aback by the vote.

“I think everybody there was stunned; the wa-
ter board was visibly stunned,” said neighbor Lynn 
Hawley-Wildmoser, a vocal opponent of the proj-
ect.

Trustees said they appreciated the benefits of 
flood protection but voted against the project be-

cause they didn’t want to limit what they can build 
on the campus in the future. Board President Bill 
Cooper said the district might someday want to 
reconfigure the campus to handle an increase in 
enrollment.

“To basically permanently tie our hands was 
something that I was not at all comfortable with,” 
he said.

Trustee Tamara Logan voted in favor of the 
project, and said she felt the benefits of flood pro-
tection outweighed concerns over restricting the 
property’s use.

 If the water district can’t find a way to make 
Blach work, Rouhani said, it will likely consider
building a dam next to the Lehigh Quarry and Ce-
ment Plant outside Cupertino. The dam had been 
passed over previously because it was expected to
have a greater negative impact on the environment.

“It’s a very natural area upstream of the work 

area of the quarry, actually,” said Rouhani, noting 
that there are vulnerable animal species such as 
red-legged frogs and tiger salamanders.

Meanwhile, Mountain View is waiting to hear 
how the Los Altos school board’s decision will af-
fect the basins planned for it. Mountain View city 
engineer Bob Kagiyama said staff members are 
meeting with water district representatives next
week for an update. In the meantime, the city has 
postponed a Parks and Recreation Commission 
discussion scheduled next month on designs for 
Cuesta Park.

“This is the problem you have when you have 
the difficulty of this joint-decision making, where 
you have this all or none,” said Mountain View 
Council Member Tom Means. “It’s tough if one 
group decides we’re not going to play ball.”

E-mail Diana Samuels at
dsamuels@dailynewsgroup.com.

SCHOOL MATTERS

Students will 
showcase their
art at PAArtY

This year, Palo Alto students will skip Reflec-
tions and go right to the PAArtY .

Palo Alto students have participated for three 
years in the California State PTA Reflections pro-
gram, a rigorous contest and exhibition of the fine 
and performing arts. And last year, students also 
participated in the “You Made It!” Jamboree, a free-
wheeling exhibition of creativity.

The fine arts and the thrill 
of sharing it with the public are 
coming together this year with
the creation of PAArtY — Palo
Alto Art for Youth. There is an
informational meeting on Feb.
3 at 7 p.m. at the Staff Develop-
ment Center, 25 Churchill Ave.
Information and entry forms can 
be found at http://paloaltopta.
org/arts.shtml.

“This program is the fruit of 
what I learned from running Reflections for the last 
four years,” said Roxane Mehta, arts chairwoman 
for the PTA Council.

In Reflections, students submit their best work
in the visual, literary and performing arts, and are
judged at the city, county and state levels. From 
2008 to 2010, Mehta recruited and trained people 
from each school, found Palo Alto judges to look
at the art, and sent the winning work to the PTA’s
Sixth District.

“The reason for not having a competitive ele-
ment is that kids very early on have developed the
notion that some people are ‘good at art’ and the
rest are not,” Mehta said. “My hope is for everyone
to experience the joy of creativity unencumbered by
the stress of competitiveness. The message is that 
everyone is an artist and everyone is a writer, so
there are very few rules to restrain the kids. I also 
hope that kids with different or special needs will 
enjoy participating.”

Schools can still sign up to participate. All it 
takes is a parent to talk with Roxane to join the 
PAArty. Paly, Gunn, Jordan, Terman, Ohlone,
Duveneck, Hays, Hoover and Nixon have already
signed up.

High school students who are submitting pho-
tography and visual art can get gift certificates from
University Art at 267 Hamilton Ave., and the oppor-
tunity to display entries in the downtown store.

School Matters is happy to hear your 
feedback. Please e-mail comments to 
schoolmatters@paloaltopta.org to reach
Preeva Tramiel.

PREEVA
TRAMIEL

Homeless count aims at continued fed funding
 BY ELIZABETH PFEFFER

Bay Area News Group Correspondent

Under overpasses and behind broken fences, 
in fogged-up vans and hidden tents, there exists 
a group of people in San Mateo County who
through misfortune and misstep have come to
sleep on the street.

Officials conducted a  census Thursday to
better understand who  the homeless are, where
they live and what help they need. It’s not a 
perfect science — studying underground popu-
lations never is — but the goal is to obtain as 
accurate a count as possible, officials said.

 The county is conducting the survey because 
 any jurisdiction that receives funding from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment is required to take a census every other 
year. San Mateo County supports  most of its
homeless and shelter services with a $5.7 mil-
lion annual grant from the department.

Before sunrise, 245 volunteers, 85  who were
homeless and serving as guides, gathered at 12 
deployment sites on the Peninsula and took off 
in teams to count individuals, tents and vehicles 
that appeared to be occupied.

In 2009, 1,796 homeless people were counted 
on the street and in shelters. This year’s results 
won’t be released until May, when other compo-
nents, including a follow-up survey of 200 home-
less people across the county, are compiled.

County officials said they didn’t want to 
speculate if the homeless population has in-
creased because of the  poor economy.

Aimed at combating chronic homelessness,
the census will count people sleeping on the 

street and in shelters as well as a hidden popula-
tion of individuals who crash at friends’ homes 
or squat in unoccupied buildings.

County Manger David Boesch volunteered as 
a counter this year, checking out a mostly com-
mercial area of Redwood City with a 55-year-old
shelter client named Dan and his case manager 
from Shelter Network, Douglas Pierce.

With the county Human Services Agency
facing severe budget cuts because of Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s proposed budget plan, it’s imperative 
to keep federal funding for these programs, 
Boesch said.

During their search, the county leader, case 
manager and shelter resident peeked through 
fences, under freeway overpasses and behind 
restaurants, counting three homeless people,
two vans that appeared to be occupied and two
encampments.

Dan, who asked that his last name not be 
used, explained where they were likely to find 

encampments and what areas homeless people 
have been shut out of by police.

Pierce, who does outreach in Redwood City 
and East PaloAlto, said Dan was famous for his 
camp — which consisted of a tent, card table 
and propane-fueled kitchen — until it was bro-
ken up by police, forcing him to move indoors. 
He preferred life on the street to the crowded 
shelter he lives in now, and he fondly remem-
bers drinking coffee and watching the sun come 
up from his perch by the train tracks .

“There’s a sense of freedom that’s very at-
tractive to people,” Dan said. “I was totally 
comfortable.”

By the end of the morning, 93  homeless 
individuals were spotted throughout Redwood 
City, as well as 95 cars and encampments. That 
number will likely increase as more data is col-
lected and a multiplier is applied to the tallies,
said Wendy Goldberg, manager of the San Ma-
teo County Center on Homelessness.

Kirstina Sangsahachart / Daily News
Michael Portman, center, and Andrew Sanford, right, rehearse a scene from
“Noises Off” at Menlo School in Atherton on Jan. 20. Two casts will perform
the play next month. Performances will take place from Feb. 9 to Feb. 13. 
Tickets are $7 for students and $10 for adults. Tickets can be purchased at the
Menlo School bookstore, at the door and online at www.menloschool.org/ 
tickets. For more information, call 650-330-2001, ext. 2333. Menlo School is
located at 50 Valparaiso Ave., in Atherton.

REHEARSAL ON

SAN MATEO COUNTY

A homeless person is 
seen under Highway
101 in Redwood
City on Thursday. 
San Mateo County
officials counted
the homeless on
Thursday to qualify
for certain federal
funds.

John Green / 
Bay Area News Group

Menlo School players prep for ‘Noises Off’

For more information about the
importance of arts education, please contact

www.AmericansForTheArts.org.
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